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Writing 
Cycle 1 Study Guide Week 1 through 4 

September 5th-8th, 12th-15th, 18th-22 and 25th-29th, 2017 

 
Overview: Writing well is one of the most important life skills you can develop. Being a 
good writer can help you achieve success in school and beyond. Writing is already an 
important part of your everyday life. Each day is full of opportunities to write, allowing 
you to capture, express, think through and share your thought, feelings and 
demonstrate what you know. Over the next two weeks we will explore you, the writer 
and the writing process. 
 

“I write when I want to be heard or connect. Writing lets me be a vital part of my 
community and reach outside it as well. All the while, I get to be me-my unique self.” 

Jeff Anderson 
 

Week 1: September 5-8, 2017 
Teacher initial 

9/5  You, The Writer 
~Participate in a lesson  

_______1. In your writer’s notebook answer the following questions. 
   a. Why do you write? (complete sentences) 
   b. What do you write? (bullet points) 
   c. How can you find ideas? (complete sentences) 
   d. Keeping track of ideas, in the back of your notebook list 

 ideas and interests for future writing. 
9/7  Collaborative Writing 

~Participate in a lesson/class discussion 
 As a class identify expectations/ground rules for self, partner, small group 

and whole group writing; record expectations in your notebook. 
_______2. In your writer’s notebook answer the following questions. 

  a. Write down expectations for self, partner, small group and whole class writing. 
  b. How do you work with others? (complete sentences) 

  Reflect on Your Writing 
  Analyzing, making inferences, and drawing conclusions about how you find ideas can  
_______3. help you become a better more effective writer. What strategies have you found most 

effective for finding good ideas for writing? (complete sentences) 
 
Week 2: September 11-15, 2017 
Teacher initial 

9/11-12 The Writing Process 
~Participate in a lesson 

_______4. Create an artistic representation of the writing process and glue to the inside cover 
 of writer’s notebook include examples of each step. 

_______5. In your writer’s notebook answer the following questions. 
a. What is the writing process? (complete sentences) 
b. Why use the writing process? (complete sentences) 

9/13-14 
_______6. Writing: biography benders (personal narrative), complete the following task. 
  (See back page of study guide for instructions) 
 



Overview: Over the last two weeks we have discussed you, the writer, collaborative writing and the 
writing process. In the next two weeks we will put these practices to use by taking our free write on our 
biography bender and preparing a polished narrative writing sample to be shared with our class. 

 
“There is no greater agony than bearing an untold story inside you.” 

Maya Angelou 
 

Guiding Question: How does a writers choices about purpose, genre, and audience affect each 
other? 
 
Week 3: September 18th-22nd, 2017 
Teacher initial 

9/18-19 Revision: Self/Peer 
_________7. Participate in and record lesson on revision strategies. 
_________8. Use one of the following revision strategies: 

a. Rewrite in a new genre. For example if you’ve written a poem, try writing it as a 
letter. Rewriting in a different genre helps you see how your purpose and audience 
determines your genre. 

b. Read aloud. The speaking voice tells the writing voice how to make the words flow. 
Read your own paper to yourself or have a partner read it to you. Try reading from 
the last paragraph back to the first so that you don’t read it in the order you are used 
to. Answer the following questions: Does anything sound strange to your ear? Does it 
flow? What’s missing? Do you hear repeated patterns that tire you as a listener? Does 
it sound like it comes from a passionate human being or a lifeless robot? 

c. Cut and Paste. Cut the paragraphs or stanzas apart then arrange and rearrange them 
in various ways. Answer the following questions: Can you spot any holes, such as a 
lack of transition between paragraphs or stanzas? Does the order make sense? Would 
your ending make a better lead? 

__________9. Share your writing and findings with peer, document feedback. 
  Identify peer writer______________________________________________________________________ 
9/21  Draft: Rewriting 
_________10. Participate and record the lesson on purpose, genre and audience. 
_________11. Identify your purpose, genre and audience by writing on your new draft. 
_________12. Write a new draft on loose-leaf paper, you may type. (double spaced) Due 9/25 
 
Week 4: September 25th-29th, 2017 
Teacher initial 

9/25-26 Editing/Publishing 
~Participate in a lesson on self/peer editing and polishing review/discuss rubric. 

_________13. Edit your own piece using finger-touch editing. (Touch each word and punctuation 
  mark as you read your piece silently or aloud to yourself.) Sign off on the editing checklist. 
_________14. Exchange drafts with your partner and use finger-touch editing to edit your partner’s piece. 

Mark (in different color) and discuss any errors you find with your partner. Sign the 
editing Checklist. 

_________15. Make an error-free polished draft and self assess using the rubric. 
9/27-28 Publication: Writer’s Museum 
________16. Exchange your polished draft with your partner and peer assess using the rubric. 
  Identify peer writer______________________________________________________________________ 
  ~Participate in Writer’s Museum by sharing your polished piece with your community; 

by silently walking around, reading peoples work and making comments to the author 
 in writing.  

________17. In your writers notebook document what you learned about your writing, the writing 
process and how you contribute to your partner’s writing experience. 
~Turn in your polished essay with self assessed rubric complete. 



 
 
 

Biography Benders (personal narrative) 
A personal narrative is a true story that has been written in the style of fiction. These stories deal with 
events that really happened. It has all the characteristics of a narrative-plot, characters, setting-yet it is 
based on the writer’s real experiences. 
 
America’s earliest stories were passed down from generation to generation by word of mouth. Oral 
traditions are still an important part of who we are today. Some stories might include an ancestor’s first 
encounter with America; perhaps she traveled by ship from Ireland and stepped ashore to begin a new 
life in New York. 
 
Suppose you were to write your own personal narrative one, however, that completely reinvents who 
you are and how you have lived your life. Since this is your story, feel free to be as imaginative as 
possible! 
 
Example: 
“My family and I once lived in Paris, but, after I was falsely accused of spying, we emigrated, or moved to 
Africa where we lived in a tent in the dry desert until…” 
 
Get the picture? Write a brief, yet inventive, personal narrative. (1-2 pages) 

 


